Answer this one for me!

What about the bible?

Is it reliable?


No Originals!


New Testament

Author


When Written

Earliest Copy

Time Span

# of Copies

Caeser


100 – 44 B.C. 

900 A.D.

1000 years

10

Plato


427 – 347 B.B.
900 A.D.

1200 years

7

Demosthenes

382 – 322 B.C.
1100 A.D.

1300 years

200

Pliny the Younger
61 – 113 A.D.

850 A.D.

750 years

7

Homer (Iliad)

New Testament

Old Testament

The Talmudists and the Massoretes

The Dead Sea Scrolls

“The impact of this discovery is in the exactness of the Isaiah scroll (125 B.C.) with the Massoretic text of Isaiah (916 A.D.) 1000 years later.  Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53, there are only 17 letters in question.  Ten of these letters are simply a matter of spelling, which does not affect the sense.  Four more letters are minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions.  The remaining three letters comprise the word ‘light,’ which is added in verse 11, and does not affect the meaning greatly.”  Evidence that Demands a Verdict, 58.


Variations

Why these certain books and not others?


How was the canon developed?


What is the apocrypha and pseudopygrypha?

Is it historical?


What archaeology does?



Jericho?



The birth of Christ?



Unique to Christianity?


The secular historians

Is it relevant for me today?


It is a radically different culture!

