Answer this one for me!

Aren’t All Religions the Same?

Hinduism – Organic

· Basic World View – The universe is profoundly one, and while it goes through surface changes and cycles, its ultimate nature as expression of the divine does not change.

· God – Brahman, the one Mind or Life, which is the one reality, expresses itself in all that is like a flame, taking many shapes.

· Origin/Destiny of World – The world goes through endless cycles of creation and destruction but has no real beginning or end.

· Origin of Humans – Like the world, the individual has no known beginning but goes through countless lifetimes the nature of which is determined by Karma.

· Destiny of Humans – The series of lifetimes continues and may include episodes in heavens and hells, until one transcends karma through God-realization.

· Revelation – The Vedic scriptures; the Brahman priesthood; the gods and God-realized Saints as expressions of the One; following one’s guru as spiritual guide.

· What is expected – To follow dharma through rituals, behavior, and righteous deeds; of one seeks moksha or liberation, one would practice yoga, meditation, or devotion under the guidance of a guru.

Buddhism - Psychological

· Basic World View – Reality is an indescribable unity; humans find themselves in a realm of suffering governed by karma.

· God – Unconditioned reality beyond all opposites; Nirvana; the Void

· Origin/Destiny of World – While the cosmos may go through cycles, it has no known beginning or end.

· Origin of Humans – An individual is a process of cause and effect rather than a self; to this there is no beginning or end.

· Destiny of Humans – Unending lifetimes in this and other worlds good or bad according to karma and merit, until one breaks through to attain the Nirvana state.

· Revelation – Through the Buddha, who attained full enlightenment, and the Scriptures attributed to him

· What is expected – To do good religious and moral works that gain good rebirth; to seek Nirvana by meditation or related practices.

Islam - Monotheistic

· Basic World View – The world is for humans but under the absolute rule of God.

· God – God, sovereign, personal, revealing himself and giving specific guidance to humanity.

· Origin of World – Created by God.

· Destiny of World – To be destroyed on the Last Day, the day of judgment.

· Origin of Humans – Created by God.

· Destiny of Humans – To be judged on the Last Day, and receive reward or punishment in the Second Creation.

· Revelation – The revelation in the Koran given through Muhammad, the last and greatest of the prophets.

· What is expected – To worship and serve God in accordance with his commandments; to observe the Five Pillars and the rest of the Shari’a

Mormonism – eternal progression

· Basic World View – Man was placed upon the earth as the offspring of God as an embodied spirit to undergo the experiences of an intermediate probation

· God – God is eternally progressive and has advanced from His original manhood; “As man is, God once was as God is, man may be.”

· Origin/Destiny of World – Created by God to inhabit his spirit children of which there is an eternal progression of worlds by those who have achieved Godhood.

· Origin of Humans – We are spirit children of God separated from him to come to earth.

· Destiny of Humans – If we obey God and his commandments, we will be judged and rewarded according to the degree of our obedience.

· Revelation – Bible, Book of Mormon, the progressive revelations through the prophetic line

· What is expected – Obedience to the laws and regulations laid down by the priesthood and ultimately that he reaches perfection by a continual advance and eternal progress. 

Christianity - Jesus

· Basic World View – A world made by God, but fallen far from harmony with his will; Jesus Christ bridges the gap between God and humanity; in this situation, faith and love are required

· God – A sovereign, personal, all-good, Creator God

· Origin of World – Created by God

· Destiny of World – At the end of time, to be judged and then remade as a paradise of God

· Origin of Humans – Created individually by God

· Destiny of Humans – Judgment and resurrection on the last day; eternal life

· Revelation – Supreme self-manifestation by God in Jesus Christ, the mediator; revelation in Scripture

· What is expected – 

What is the real question?

All other religions – 

Christianity - 

Claims of/about Christ

John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Philippians. 2:11; John 3:16; John 5:23; 

John 12:48; 1 John 5:5; Romans 10:9; Mark 16:16

